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IQ.  (SBU)  Bowing  to  the  inevitable,  given  the  situation,  on 

February  2 Haiti's  Provisional  Electoral  Council  (CEP) 
indefinitely  postponed  parliamentary  elections  originally  scheduled 
in  February  2010  (Ref  A) . The  GOH  has  made  no  further 
announcements  concerning  elections.  In  a meeting  with  Speaker 
Nancy  Pelosi  on  February  12  (Reftel  B),  President  Preval  asked  for 
elections  support  to  enable  the  elections  to  take  place  before  the 
end  of  the  year.  He  noted  the  CEP  had  lost  its  building, 
personnel,  election  records,  and  election  materials.  Voter 
displacement  is  also  going  to  be  a significant  problem,  as  well  as 
the  loss  of  voter  ID  cards.  Nonetheless,  Preval  said  elections  are 
a priority.  The  lack  of  an  elected  parliament,  he  told  Speaker 
Pelosi,  will  be  a significant  problem. 


12 . (SBU)  In  the  best  of  times,  Haiti's  electoral  calendar  is 

chaotic;  by  eliminating  the  prospect  of  February  elections,  the 
timeline  is  now  even  more  jumbled.  Combined  local  and  presidential 
elections  are  currently  scheduled  for  November  2010  (with  primaries 
in  November  and  runoffs  in  January) . These  elections  have  not  yet 
been  cancelled.  The  constitution  would  allow,  under  one 
interpretation,  elections  to  be  delayed  until  early  2011,  but  the 
government  has  not  decided  yet  to  move  the  November,  2010  announced 
date . 


13 . (SBU)  Comment:  While  many  Haitians  argue  the  February 

elections  were  critical  for  both  parliamentary  effectiveness  and 
the  constitutional  reform  process,  there  is  also  consensus  that  the 
February  elections  were  made  impossible  by  the  quake.  Some  members 
of  the  CEP  and  Parliament  have  discussed  the  prospect  of 
consolidating  parliamentary,  local  and  presidential  elections  in 
November.  Preval  announced  in  a January  28  radio  interview  that  he 
does  not  intend  to  stay  in  office  beyond  his  term.  While 
November- January  elections  are  possible,  they  would  require  voter 
registration  and  electoral  preparations  to  begin  in  August  2010, 
especially  with  the  need  to  replace  many  voter  registration  cards 
and  re-enroll  migrated  voters.  Based  on  past  election  costs, 
combined  November  elections  could  cost  at  least  USD  30  million  and 
would  tap  MINUSTAH  resources  for  election  security.  End  comment. 
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